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Let's Talk Trash.
Prevent
Contamination.
When  a  load  of  recycl ing

becomes  too  contaminated,  the

entire  load  wil l  be  sent  to  a

landfi l l  including  all  of  the

recyclable  materials.  Our  current

contamination  rate  is  25% ,

meaning  that  roughly  1  in  4

items  placed  in  a  recycl ing  bin

do  not  belong  in  a  curbside

recycl ing  program,  and  this

creates  a  loss  of  income  for  our

local  recycl ing  centers.  



Just These?
Yes, Please! 

EMPTY
CLEAN
DRY

RECYCLE IT.

Steel  (Tin)  Cans

Aluminum  Cans

TRASH IT.

METAL

Junk  Mail

Greeting  Cars  (NO  foi l/glit ter)

Magazines

Newspaper

Phone  Books

Paperback  Books

Paper  Bags

PAPER

Clean  & Dry

NO  Food  or  Grease  remnants

CARDBOARD

Bott les

Jugs

PLASTICS #1 & #2

include  soiled  food  i tems.

They  can  turn  an  entire  load

of  recycl ing  into  t rash.

DON'T

include  single-use  i tems  such  as

plast ic  grocery  bags,  straws,

utensi ls ,  cups  and  take-out

containers.  I t ’s  better  to  throw

out  something  that  is  recyclable

than  to  include  something  that

isn ’ t  and  r isk  contaminating  a

load  of  “good ”  recyclables.

DON'T

add  sharp  or  dangerous  materials

l ike  needles  and  electronics.

They  can  cause  injury  to  workers.

DON'T

Recycling  contamination  impacts

the  recycl ing  process,  costing

more  money  and  t ime  for

recycl ing  workers  and  wasting

the  efforts  of  residential  recyclers.

For  example,  when  plast ic  bags

enter  the  recycl ing  stream  and

get  caught  in  equipment,  work

stops  unti l  plast ic  bags  are

removed  by  workers  and  that 's  a

hazardous  task.  By  recycl ing

right,  contamination  wil l  be

reduced  and  all  wil l  benefit .

Rethink  your  recycl ing  habits  and

be  sure  to  provide  clean  and

valuable  materials  for  the

manufacturing  stream.  When

waste  is  reduced,  i t 's  good  for

profi ts ,  people  and  the  planet.  


