WEEKLY CAPITOL UPDATE
HOUSE TO INVESTIGATE GREITENS AFTER FELONY CHARGE

The House of Representatives voted 154-0 in favor of a resolution authorizing a legislative committee to investigate Gov Eric Greitens, who a week earlier was indicted by a St. Louis grand jury on a felony charge of first degree invasion of privacy.

Republican leaders downplayed expectations regarding the committee’s ultimate purpose, with House Speaker Todd Richardson, R-Poplar Bluff, repeatedly stressing that the newly created Special Investigative Committee on Oversight (SICO) is not an impeachment committee. In addition, committee Chairman Jay Barnes, R-Jefferson City, said the committee’s aim is to gather facts, not to consider impeachment.

The panel will consist of five Republicans and two Democrats. It has 40 days to conduct its investigation, although Barnes can extend that time period at his discretion. The committee will also have broad discretion to conduct its deliberations in secret.

The felony indictment stems from allegations that in 2015 Greitens took a nude or semi-nude picture of this then-mistress without her consent and threatened to disseminate it if she ever exposed the affair. When the story first broke in January, Greitens admitted to the extra-marital affair. While he hasn’t outright denied taking the photo, he has said no photo was taken for purposes of blackmail.

Greitens is the first governor is Missouri history to face felony charges while in office.

Lawmakers from both political parties have called on Greitens to resign for the good of the state since it will be difficult, if not impossible, for him to do his job while under felony indictment. Greitens’ surrogates have said he will not step down.

During the initial court hearing in the case on Feb 28, St. Louis Circuit Judge Rex Burlison set a trial date for May 14, just four days before the legislative session ends on May 18.

GOP MOVES TO BUMP ‘RIGHT-TO-WORK’ VOTE TO AUGUST
An anti-union “right-to-work” measure slated for the November general election ballot could be bumped up to the August primary under a House resolution filed Feb 28 by the original legislation’s sponsor. Voter turnout typically is far lower in August than it is in November, but an earlier vote could spare Republicans from possible negative electoral consequences during the general election resulting from high pro-union voter turnout.

The so-called right-to-work measure would make it a crime punishable by jail time for companies to negotiate labor contracts that as a condition of employment require workers to pay dues for the union representation they are entitled to receive under the contract. The Republican-controlled General Assembly enacted the bill in January 2018, and Gov. Eric Greitens signed it into law not long after.

Opponents launched a rarely used referendum petition to force the measure onto the statewide ballot. As a result, it didn’t take effect last August as scheduled and now won’t become law until and unless Missouri voters approve it.

By default, legislative acts forced to a public vote are decided at the next general election, which this year is Nov 6. But the Missouri Constitution empowers lawmakers to set an earlier election date. Under HCR 102 sponsored by state Rep. Holly Rehder, R-Sikeston, the right to work vote would be rescheduled for Aug 7. Lawmakers have through the end of the legislative session on May 18 to pass a rescheduling resolution or the statewide vote will go forward in November.
SENATE BACKS RAISING AGE FOR ADULT COURT TO 18
The minimum age for automatically being tried as an adult in criminal court would increase from 17 to 18 under legislation granted first-round approval by the Senate. While current Missouri law treats 17-year-olds as children for most purposes, they are prosecuted as adults if charged with a crime.

Under Senate Bill 793, crimes allegedly committed by 17-year-olds would by default be handled by juvenile justice system. In the case of certain serious crimes, however, they could be certified to stand trial as adults, which under existing law is already allowed for children as young as 12.

Missouri is one of just seven states that automatically treat 17-year-old offenders as adults. A second vote is required to advance the bill to the House of Representatives, where similar legislation already has been heard in committee.

CANDIDATE FILING UNDERWAY, RUNS THROUGH MARCH 27

Candidate filing for the Aug. 7 party primaries opened Feb. 27 and runs until 5 p.m. on March 27. All 163 seats in the state House of Representatives on up for election, along with even-numbered districts in the 34-member state Senate. Republicans currently outnumber Democrats 115-47 in the House and 24-9 in the Senate. Each chamber has one vacancy and both were last held by Republicans.

Other offices on the ballot this year include Missouri’s eight congressional districts, a U.S. Senate seat and state auditor. Numerous local offices also are up for election.

